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STUDENT NOTES
TnE CouTs AN Bmri READiN nr Tn Ptunuc ScaooLs
A firmly established principle in the state and federal govern-
ments is that there should be a separation between the church and
the state. One controversial question which has arisen under this
principle is the permissibility of Bible reading in the public schools.
The Federal Constitution provides that "Congress shall pass
no law respecting the establishment of religion or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof."' Many state constitutions have comparable
provisions.
The purpose of this note is to consider the various means in
which state courts have dealt with the problem and to enumerate
the factors which the United States Supreme Court may have to
consider when it is called upon to resolve this question.
The usual situation in which the issue of Bible reading in public
schools has arisen involves these facts: A person with a religious
belief, other than Protestant, contests the reading or other use of
1 U.S. CONST. AmEND. I.
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